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.l~as a platform from which the First Lady could state her per- - 4 .

' part.theapercepﬁions,of an individual playing a leading Fole

ot

“ ¢ : N ¢ ‘ . v

. ' Eleanor Rbosevelt and "My. Day":

+ The White House Years' . ﬂ .

“

5

’ As the year 1936 dawned, a new cblpmnist arrived on the’K
. , . L, . b

. > ‘ . .
American newspaper scene® Shg was First Lady Eleanor , ¥
3 ~ - 4 N !

Va " - N . - - /

~ i . C el
Roosevelt, whose unprecedented column,. "My Day," provided

readers from coast to coast with a detailed recital of her

- *
-

activities six days a week. Billed,as % "diary,ZTShe column

) -

occupied an unusual niche in American“journalism. It gave

\ R v . .

behind-the-scenes glimpses of White House life and se}vedl

. I - - .
sonal views. Part an "inside" look at celebrities, part .

~ -

political oratory, part public relations for the New Deal,

.
N .

¢ ©

9n the drama of"her times, "My Day" eluaed:a\definite classi-

fication. Frequently critiéized for its trivial content and

Y
> .

lack of -literary style, "My Day" remained.a journmalistic S

s BN
fixture for over a guarter of a century, continuing after |
’ ' e - ‘ . ot ‘ "
‘Mrs. Roosevelt left the White House' .

’.b

Unfortunately historians have paid little.attentiom to
hY ‘ ) ’ » ’

"My Day," except to note its existence among Mrs. Roosevelt's

numerous other ventures. It has been written qff as shallow

and inconsequential, especially during“the period when




' Depréssion, then the Second World war. She appealed,'shé :

| _— |
Eleanor Roosevelt was FirstrLady.l A reappraisal is needed,
., .
particplérly in light of current interest in women's history.

.

Restricted in whef she could say as First Laéy, Eleanor
Ropsevelt had to focus on the obvious -- herself and her .

position. Mﬁch;of‘what;she wrotg séressed the” commonplace.

Y
2 .

‘Still tens of thousands of readefs hung on to every word. .

.
° b4 .

No doubt, many sought vicariouds satisfaction in following

. . . ' .
the activities of the President's wife. Anothé} aspect of

the column, however, should not be oVerlookéa, the very
” . . .

< - ¢ . '

.artlessness, sneered at by intellectuals.z' Eleanor Roosevelt

§ Co . L4
./ [

wrote like a grandmother, a favorite‘aunt; or a friendiy -

.

ce Y r

~

neighbor next door. She offered advice and counsel to T , ‘

’
4

Americans coping with vast social upheaval -- first the ' 7 \\

~

urgéd, sﬁe offered Nerself as a guide for“her’readers, many

. R s

of whom were women. " "My Day" displayed her, own activities as

. seems clear. In a'letter.to her intimate f;iendl Loremna

- . .

. .

mqdels for her readers to follow. Tﬁ}é paper will review»
N - \

) A\l -~

~

the origﬁms and content of the column ahdkatpempt'to analyze

N . * A '
. C . s . ‘oL R
its political and social' significance. - ° M
° . ) ’ ’ -

Mrs. Rooéevglt's motivationzfnQbegipning‘the cgiumn .

~
[ N v .

. . v, [ 4 _ B .
Hickok, she wroteJ‘";,.I need ﬁhe’money."3 ‘She spent large

sums‘anpuarly, sometimes more"thanftheaPre§iden£'s*$75,000' ) :

. .
. Lt \ Ll
. . ‘..
. N .,
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» . 7 .
salary, mainiy on philanthrdpy. By\the time she started

"My Day," she was no stranger Fé.writiﬁg_for bay., Under

- -~

the tutelage of Iouis Howe, the‘newspaperman who had guided

»
¢ A

Franklin D. Robsevelt's political career, she had become a

-~ \ ~

fyequent, contributor. to magazines béfore Roosevelt's election

as President.f Shortly after she moved into the White House,

<

United Features Syndicate asked her to do a ,daily -column,
. N . /

‘

apparentlyiet the suggestion of Gretta Palmer, woman™s page

editor .0of the New Yo;&,WS%ldLTelegramns Mrs. Roosevelt

4 -
..

rejected the idea.due to other commitments, including a .~
4 ) 3 l g 3 ns (] '
weekly series for the Columbia Syndicate on social customs

AN N A . « . . .

-

in Washington and the.work of government agencie’g,,6 This

- - o . e ~N
series tyrned out to be disappointing, in her own words, "a

. . ) 7 . ' .
very dull affair.” |

« - . B N

S

Two years later United Features took over;Folumbia and". .ot

)

2

t ~ ®

pressed her to signl a five-year contract for publication of :

. 4
\ o
.

a_daily "diary." She prepared a‘sampie Jerggon for December

50, 1935, in competition with another new Washihgton column,

3

. / "
one written by her t?ft-tongued cousin, Alice Roosevelt

. 8- . . st
Longworth.  « Mrs. Roosevelt's editor, Mgnte F. Bourjaily, *
: : s/ ' . ¢

general manager of United Feé%ures,’greéted "My Day". with

a

soTe trepidation as well as délight. Fedring that she might

-
L3

lack iq?gs, Bburjaiiy sent her a lengtﬁ& list”bf-suggestions:




-

»
>

.

The "high spot" of .her day; what the ‘individuals she met ."have

on’ their minds;" "things of interest to women in their homes

.

as reflected in White Hous® housekeeping;" her personalw~

interests; "real-life stories" taken.from her mail or own =

\

experiences; tips on etiquette; "pieces of inspiration;" the

"trénd of thought in the country" as revealed in her daily

mail, and, "most important of all, the day-to-day experiences,-

interests and observations in which you may share that part.
v 7 ’ . 4

of your life which you are'willing to make public with news-
w . . . ’ . ‘3
'J|9

. . - M L _.) . ]
paper readers.... Still uncertain that'she«would develop

Y

a suitable format Bourjally enciosed a model -- the popular

¢ v

column by.Franklln P. Adams t1tled "Dlary of @ur Own Samuel

Pepys," that ran in the New York Herald Tr*une.lQ Fearful

A}
’ 8o v

that copy might not flow contlnuously, Bour]ayly tried to

enllst the help of’ "Tommy," Malv1na Thompson Schelder .Mrs.

A . .n

Roosevelt' s secretary. He.askeg her.tO'playja "Boswellian

~
> . .
= ne . . '

role" and jotwdown,comments Mrs., Roosevelt made each.day for

use if "the reguldr column fai to reach us.on time. "l

¢« ? > - - - o..'

£ ey, ) -
Mrs. Roosevelt had her own fdoybts about the venture.

- S, . '

Reallstlcally, she’ recognlzed that her pos1tlon made her

o wrltlng saleable; Yet she wanted it t to beé . valued .oh merlt

- — .~

.

When a magazine réturned an. art1cle ‘shortly before she started

- o EES '
.

™

(A .

“the column, ‘she wrote chkok to whom she frequently sent

-

s . - »
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. : manugcripts for criticism: S o s \\\\
<
You see I haven't the feeling that the
things are good in themselves. I've
s L " always felt it was’ largely.name & I'm
glad to hayve it back because it -shows
- -~ ' they are wanting something. besides
' *name. If I can't do this after giving
P . it a good try then I must ldo something
’ else, that is all & one can only find
out by,trying.12 . . " R

(%

A}

..Hér desire to succeed stemmed from her own psychic

tensions in the opinion of family and friends. Her son,

v -

:Elliott, attributed it to-a need for "power and influence,

w13

pr
. . ", Adcokding to Dr. James A. Halsted, a son-in-law, she needed
. 3 0 >

: .

14

ovided it was in her own right.and he?’ownuname,

o

to*wofk to give ‘herself an identity. In Halsted's view,
- [ '

" rh;-:r pursuit of a cdreer allowed her’'to handle "wisely and

- L ‘ intelligently" emotional problems resulting from disclosure

-

-.of Franklin D. Roosevelt's infidelity in the World War I era,
: . . 15 : 3
long before his election as President. To her grandson, =

4 r

John R. Boettiger, her career represented one af the ways,

."she\struggléd to.be as full a human being as-she was.MlG - !

- %

' s

Certainly she received enthusiastic support. from Howe who saw

that she coﬁld win an umcounted number of friends for the ’ '
s /"‘ - B
Roosevelt administration through writing, legcturing and other
L f
. public activities.
. I’\')

' . At first Mrs. Roosevelt thought a daily.column would be .
) ' !

= - . . Py

;l.\ 2
-
°
o
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"the most dreaqgul chore," but she'soon decided otﬁerwisé.

¥ ‘ . >

ig ..

Cor . \ -
Asked to submit sample articles to Bourjaily, she.tossed

R [

v

them off with ease, telling'ﬁickok,'"The'writing is- easy.
so far, they must want one incident out of the day & so' far

, .19 . > . .
I've had no trouble.™ The pilot column featured an innocu-

?

e

ous account of her falling over "gentlemen" waiting to see
. , ;

. ~ P >
the President in a dark White Houge‘hall.zq It set a tone.

i

of making the White House somewhat analogous to the typical

American‘home'where misadventures often®occurred. The
, ) . .
"gentlemen," however, were not }dentified. b

M . . -

> '
1

This tendency to leave ont vital idformation'brought

forth a delicate admonition frdm'Boufjaily. After she praised

’
.

the WQEE of a Works Progress Administrator, in Arkansas,\who

.had been  killed in a plane crash, but.fa;::§\to merition his

name, Bourjaily‘chfaeﬁ g@ntlyé "I may be entirely mistakeq

‘e

but it seems to me that such a beautiful tribute would have

‘teen heightened and everyone concé%ned would have been highly

’ . 3
- pleased ‘'if you had. mentiohed the name of. the WPA Administrator.

I‘- . - . . L\ . ‘ v,
involved."z.l When she told" her rqade£§/of'fruitleés attempts ¢

to obtain a Chuddar shawl éér-"Colonel Howe" without giving

\‘\ t . .
Howe's first name or explaining what a Chuddar shawl was, the
syndicate added an editorial note defining bhuddar shawls as <

large sheets worn by women in ;ndia.zz" Editors took pains to

&




"save her from embarrassing mistakes,. but let her know of
; e ’ ' O8N
~their efforts. "I know that nobody enjoys a laugh’ on her-
. . ¥ . . N .

self better than yourself, therefore pourle sport I am '
' * #

-

taking the liberty of énclésing copy of -an editorial memo-

[ . . ) . .
randum...," George Carlin, Bourjaily's successdr at United

: .27 ‘ .
Featgres, wrote on one ogcasion. 3 He_enclgSed his memo

P

from an editor who had corrected: some awkward wordiﬁb:
...I note with horror that the First Lady
has turned cannibal. The lead sentence
in her story is 'We had a lunch of some
50-0dd ladies yesterday....' andpa little
further down she goes on with the fearful
‘orgy as evidenced-by: 'We returned in
tinle for lunch and had a- very distinguished
. group of doctors....! I-have carefukly .
changed these 2 senginces lest wé lose our,
‘'vegetarian_ readers. g \
During its first year "My Day" touche§ on humanitarian =~
- . . 4 <
concerns Mrs. Roosevelt addressed repeatedly during her
S . - .
’ White House years: Unemployment,, poverty, youth, wdmen's
. \/ ) N .o
role; education, rural life, labor, conservation. Yet, much

s

-, . v

of it.could be read as ingemious political propaganda during

- - .
- N . ’

an election.year. . The column used ¥arious devices to enhance

the administration: Direct praise-of New: Deal programs;

vigffettes of .encdounters ‘with taxi-drivers‘énd otheyr average
\‘ ) /} C ’ 3 .
Americans® passionately eager to vote for Roosevelt, and

-
.

;,anécdoéés;pictﬁfiﬁg Franklin D. Roosevelt as a‘warm human
- . o -




. R . * .-\.
being reacting gracefully to such political setbacks as the
Supreme Codrt's rejection df the Agric&ltufaliAdjgstmenf

. . 2 . . . ~ ..
Adm;nlstratlonZ'S Overall it projected her as’ an incredibly

-

energetic grandmother devoted'to.family, friends and worthy

. causes while?presiding at the White House, flying‘arouhd the

¢ .

country to give speeches =and campaigring for the‘Democratib
p§it§: It showed her as a Kind of "superwoman," finding
N . * fime to read popular books, attend Ehe'theatg;k and partake..
. A - - ‘ . N N [} !

6f numerous cultgéa;.evepts, often men%ionei in-ﬁnsophisﬁi- :j
. LT 0 . < ’ !
“cated critiques. 'For.example’, she re;orteéd"éone With the
wind"-wqg'a "book you would like to reai{séyéight tﬂ?op@h....
I can assure yoz you Qill find.Scarlett O'Hara anrihEgreséing
character...circumstancés mold even the iittlé anima% ghé ‘
seems to be."26 o R .

¢
-~

Accofding to'Elliott RposevéltLﬁghe column concealed

his mother's true idehtity as a "detached, harriedb fault-
- . . . 26 * b ) . . .
' \ finding wife and parent." pﬁ so, ‘there s$till were hints,

of deep-seated emotions that the writet kept to herself..

Not surp;isfhgly{ thése appeared in observatfion on women-in
/ . -, " ’ - ‘ i
general. .Commentigg on Nazi Germany, where, women were being.
) v v . -
timited to childbearing, she stated her’ support for work as
i

~ - - N

a human right: "There are three fundamentals for human
happiness -- work which wili prodﬁce~at least a minimum of
.ﬁ, > [ ; N ~ \\ )

- - - - kY
. N < . \
(€] ] . ‘ ) . \ . 1 (} \

T
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-

-n

‘ possible for all human beings, man, and women alike,

'-attacked a clain that "there will never be any reallylgreat

« Y ) l ¢ ‘ 9.
* . - f e
s . [
5‘ .- » ?
/ .
N P . I 4
] e y ) . .\ ‘,' r ! oA
material -sequrity,,love and faith. These' things must be made

w27 $he

- Y A

) o'

e . J ) N . * N ¢ '
women writers in_ the theatreJ-because women_ do not know as

- 4
. <

much as'men," replying: "...women.know not only what men

know, but much that men will never know. For, how many men

..

really know the heart and soul of a =w‘oman'>"28 She Sffered

+
P

' consolation for anyone "1n the publlc eye," explalnlng,'"the

more you:live in a 'goldfish bowl,' the less people really
* , . :
know about you."?gi S ; \ 3 .

The names of many famous women paraded through "My
Day," particularly those of New Deal flgures -

- .

L

- Frances

’

-Perkins, Mary W. Dewson, Mary Anderson, Hilda w. Smlth,
. ' \

L

: Heliie Flanagan, Caroline G. O'Pay =-- making the column a ,

- / ~

)

. cr L co 30 . . '
kind of ‘mnewsletter for women in politics. Not.a feminist, .,

- ' . -

. Mrs. Rooseyelf used\"My-Day" as a forum for opposition to

-
Y

the equal rights:amendment, contending laboring women, unlike -

their proféssional counterparts, needed protective legisla-

- a

tion.31 Although it exhorted women td enter politics, "My’

~

Day" never challenged theuponventional wisdom requiring women

32

to be famiiy-oriented. Yet the First Lady sometimes alluded

-

to a vaque sisterhood of sex in sudch comments as, "There are

-
- ' L. .

practical little things in houseﬁeeping which no man really
ﬁndersfandsl"3? T - '

S
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LIEY Al
»

BN The cohemn gave the admlnlstratlon a. hlghly flex1ble
v WeapOn in its POlltlcal arsenal, Wthh may have accounted et

#for its enthg51astld acceptance by granklln D. Roosevelt 34

———
.

L4

it was the loglcal'place_tq\scotch.a,51lly‘rﬁmor that ‘the

* to .

s s . . ..

P

APresideﬁt'e mother charged the government rent for the time

Rodgsevelt’ spent in'the family mansion at Hyde Park.3 . When

" Mrs. Roosevelt became ill in'Seﬁtember, 193§, the. President .

6ffere.d‘ to'write i'f for her, hut §he aeclined,. _telling her_". ey

. . : ¢ v

readers, "...we refused, courteously,and ragidly_knowing
. that 3f it once 'became the President's ‘column we.would‘loee'
. our readers and that 'would be’ very sad. . :
~ . ' K _° vc"‘,

‘No -doubt the two conferred on some of ‘the contents.’, :
S A ' s 7
Shqrtly before the Democratic.National convention in 1936,
- "_/ ’ . ., .’~“( -
R the President directed Mrs. Roosevelt to print yerbatim a

: s . . he
report on steel industry auytomation, which had_caused unen-
ployment which he'waqted blamed on Republican industrialists,
not the New Deal.37 The report'appearea without_attrihution

* to Hickok, the actual author; then.a confidehtial_inyesti— - ,\
gator for *Harry ‘Hopkins, Roosevelt's relief czar.' Mrs.
i - - .

Roosevelt apologized to Hickok: e
Deares% From your YOungs;an letter, .
taklng out the name-of place & <industry,
I've wrltten my Monday plece at’ Franklim -

Y .& Roy Howard's (Howard was head. of the

Scripps-Howard newspaper chain) suggestion. ot

v

¢

19




/

‘v OIf. you mlnd T | tefribly sorry. I,
wanted to wait” for your consent but
Franklin won't let'me. I think he
warits me to be whipping boy & .tho'
~he c¢an't brlngethe questlon out he

y wants it out ’

. Over the years Mrs. RQosevelt‘never failed to-do the
. o L&E‘; .

. s . o . . )
column, covering all the topié%QBourjally outllned in his *°

[N -

* 4 et V4
3 . . »1\“15_ -
letter of instruction plus.many;moreﬂ She never ran out of

° - ~ LY

,ideas in spite of illness, travel and vacatlon so her 4é/ <

-

“

secre;?ry never had to assume they"Boswellian role" Bourda;ly

had envisioned. Mr Roosevelt dictated it to Scheider, -

' -~ x\'?;?*‘ -

frequently under trylng 01rcumstances whlle travellng -

‘during picnic lunches, in automoblles, tralns, planes and

s»

sh1ps, and 1n hotel rooms so cramped the. bed was the only

place -for a typewr:Lter.39 ‘Sometimes difficultiesbarose in

|40

N 3

f£iling the 'copy, carefully marked "PRESS RATES COLLECT.'

The Firsr Lady shared her prdblems with her readers, telling

them when telegraph offices were closed; lines down and

S S . 4
deadlines barely made. } ) N

R &
From the first the colqmn_proved a Einanqial success.

- !

'six months after it began, Bourjaily reported it had fifty-

S
SN\

‘orie clients’, the same number it started with, although
. several large papers had dropped 1t and smallef ones plcked \\“

’

it up.42 Dependlng on the number of subscribers, the column




) D
. * ‘

e - ~ . - )
brought, Mrs. Roosevelt from $1100 to $2000 a mgnth during'hgr

. <

- White House years. Clients represented a mixed bag of news-

‘papérdgﬁ, ranging from the then-mighty Sc;ipperoward chain |

‘to obscure sheets-given.a bargain weeiiy’fate under'a glollar.43

The syndicate kept the initial price low to compete with the

" Longworth column, which -soon vanished from the'scene.44- By
A ’ - .
1938 "My Day" appeared in 62 ngaspapers\with a total circula-
v P.. )o-

Q.
tion of 4,034,552, giving Mrs. Roosevelt exposure to more

-~

readers than David Lawrence, Raymond Clapper and Heywood

. ®
’o. Broun, although she lagged behind Walter Lippman, who reached
, . ~ . L 1 . . h
e : 8,000,000 reatlers in 160 newspapers, and Dorothy Thompson,
’ 'v" PERY ) _ v N
' % who reached 7,500,000 in 140.%° ™~

e
e :

N -
N

-

- T Critics of "My Day" abounded. Stylists .objected to_her
S S S T .
L - repeated use,of cliches and "persistently swegt tone," marked™

Y .n : : : w o f " \\\
~ by numerous.references to ewents as "interesting, lovely N
. . - “~

. ~

L. 4 . : .
ox jmomentous. " ¢ Some scorned her selection of family'

’

anecdotes, which, for example, showed her as a doting grand-

. [
¢ mother pretending to be a growling lion for a granégsngand a
P X 1 ’ . .
’ loyal mother, plugging her daughter Anna's bpok, Scamper,

M ’

ThenBunny Who Went to the White‘f{ouse.47
Y =

L

£l

erhaps shrewdly, Mrs. Roosevelt made these complaints
. ) . [ S
the subject of a column, running a letter from a woman com-

i

éﬁaihing of her "inane chatter about-your family affairs"™ and

Ko

» e

e piie




Y A . r

urging her not to "waste your valuablée time, and ‘the space in ’
- -{ ' ” - e
—
the paper with someﬁhing so worthless...when ypu could so

easily write something which might have marvelous,results."48

\ . . N )
Mrs. Roosevelt ingenuously answered, "You must occasionally
have something lightér to rekieve you."49 Soon she Ethanked
tHe many.people" who had ‘written to say they enjoyed readln%/

0
"about the llttle things.' w3 Left unsaid were references to

> ‘(. 5

the political good will heﬁ columns brought the admlnlstra-

tion. Thex established Mrs. Roosevelt as a prototype_w&fe

and mother and they helped defuse criticism of the famiiy“
P M .

]

divorcges and business vegtprés.
. t )

Columnist Westbrook Pegler occupied a special catefory
as critic. Although he first-%pplauded "My Daf," Pegler

protested when® she jpined the American Newspaper. Guild, a

3 ? 13 ' - ' .
union of newspaper employes, attacking her credentials as a
/’

bona fide' journalist. Since Unitéd Features syndicaged® /
?egler as wgll as Mrs. Roosevelt, Carlin came to Mrs.
-Roosevelt's defense, writing her:

'My Day' goes on and on, not because it

is ‘'written by the wife of the President

of the United States, but because it 1s

an honest projection of one of—the great
versonalities of our own time; a woman
great in her own right, and as a news-
paper columnist, possibly the best trouper
of thgm all, never known to miss a dead-
}1ne AN
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Over the years t
L st R , .
chronicle to.an oblique squrce of information on adminis-

tration policy. In 1939 Arth r Krock of The New York.Times

labgled it requlred polltlcal readlng," after Mrs. Roosevelt

2
)

sat at the President's si@e during a press conference and

pggggzggthlm to discuss cuﬁ?acks in work rellef programs. 52

\

.She cove;ed the sameggibject in her column and used. the same’

. ) : 5 .
figure of speech as "the Pre51dent. 3 Still the column

remained her personal platform. "My Day," for instance,

-

) . . .
announcegd her resigggtion from the Daughters of the A@érican

. ‘ > L L
Revolution ;¥hen the organization refused to let a Negro,
. 4 v . -
. . . s 5 )
Marian Anderson, sing in ;ts hall. NS
. ' - - i . v
Sympathy for youﬁh led her to make "My Day" a .vehicle .

e

’

for promoting and aefendi*g the lett~leaning American Youth

‘Congress. JIndications of f@llow-traveling disturbed her
| ’

syndicate - editors. In-a tactful warning, Carlin told, her

“he "inwardly appl}uded" a comment that Communism was increased

- v A" P

. by "empfy stomachs" but hoped she would never repéat it:

N

-the word Communist is a red flaé. It is dangerous, I

. : . 55 . s
think, for a column ll\g 'My Day.'" His admonition brought .
. 0 o, ¥
a denial from Scheider that Mrs. Roosevelt had actually
written ,"Communist,! although, the secretary aéreed, "you

~

. ’ X 56
were right that.it could be interpreted that way.% At

LY
-
-
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- 1ssue was a column Juoting a man who claimed Congress had

made "ten potential Communists for every (dctual) one"-byl

N . 7 .
.cutting out WPA jobs.5 , "Mrs. R. says she wrfi.be extremely
. ,' - e, . 58 N . .

careful in the future," Scheider promised. Mrs. Roosevelt

o

contlnued to uphold .the Youth Congress in "My Day," however,(

’ |

denylnq it was-a Communist front and reportlng her support

ﬁor the croup at Congressional hearings 1nvest1gat1ng 1t for

. , o
un- Amerlcan activities.

s - ., i
As war opened in Europe, Mrs. Roosevelt turned-"MyJDay"

into a vehicle to prepare Americans for entry 1nto <+he con-
flbct Her accounts of the visits here of the King anA

,& Sl ‘) » 0 r .
Queen of England in 1939 which led to the temporary sale ’

« .

of her column abroad, fostered interest in cementing the
. - ?

Lo . 60 . . : , -
Anglo-American alliance. Occas1on§lly she became sovcaught‘
up in European development. she forgdt her position as a news-

<

paper columnist. After she referred to gluing herself to

’

the radlo for war news, Carlin passed on a letter of complalnt

3
~

from a Memphis editor who objected to the inference Rews—
) - -

'papers were secondary news sources. "As you know, radio '

P

competltlon is arvery.sore .point with newspapers," Carlin

v
L}

emphasized.6l’ A few days later Mrs. Roosevelt tried to make =

%

amends. "Curious how we have settled down .again after our °

first flurry of exeitement and now turn tq our newspapers for,

T - / .A
|
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\‘Eeal informétion," she told her readers.62 a

~ .

Even as she foresaw American participation in war, she:
AY . N ";.,

gppealed for peace and creation of .a new world where aggres-

13
a

sors would be curbed and human%ty freed to reach new heights.

Long béfére'pombs dropped on Pearl Harbor, Mrs. Rodsevelt

~

. implied the inevitability of Americans dying in battle.
"...when force...is as menacing to all the world, ‘as it is

today, one cannot live in a Utopia which prays for different

conditions and ignores those which exist," she wrote.63 On

the eve of the/éI;;;?maQi 1940, when Franklin D. Roosevelt

won an unprecedented third term, she downplayed the certainty

of American involvement in war: "The fact is before you that
. - . . ¢ .64
in a world of war we’are still at peace. But after the

, « [l . . (ﬂé‘, ) .
election she retuined to the theme "for~most of us, it seems
impé}ative that we meet physical force with physical force,"

addin& "...our endeavor should be to use tbis physital force

to achiéve the results in which we believe...."®> ‘.

The .dream of a better world tomorrow resounded through

-

. ‘ N , .
"My .Day" dfter the United States declared war. In support

" of th;\ubr effort, "My Day" pleaded for increased racial and

<

religious Harmony in the United States. To Mrs..Roosevelt,

American intervention sSymbolized a crusade to prove the “? « 7

superiority of democracy~— "If we cannct meet the challenge
. A - ) -

.
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of fairness to our citizens of every nationality...if we -

\ .
7 cannot keep in check anti-semitism, anti-racial feelings as

s

v

well as anti-religious feelings, then we shall have removed

from the world, the one real hope for the future...," she

stressed.66 . : . )
\ . & ,

Mrs. Roosevelt, however, said relatively little about

T

extendiné'the rights of women. Although a ceaseless advocate
of woﬁen's participation in defense work, "My Day" #aw women
simply as willing subprdinates to militar§ men carrying the

bhrden‘of saving Weséern civilization. The First Lady urged

women to work in munitions plants, beécome nurses, volunteer

4 N v !

-fo; non-combatant duty and mobilize in hundre@s of different

-
~

ways, from saving grease to ferrying aifbianes, te keep the
homefires burning brighply. In common with most of the rest

¥

of the population, Mrs.,Rooseveit assumed the war would not

bring a ber@anent chahge in women's status. Commenting on
' ey
a "question which surprised and interested me" *-=- whether

.womean should give up jobs to returning servicemen -- she
v . ’
. ..

replied, "...it seems to me to be clear that every: service-

- , -

man has been promised that he will be restored- to his. former

Cjobin6T T B :

Dissatisfaction with wémen's status crept into "My Day,"f

‘

but blame was put on women themselves. Suggesting a national
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S ) -
1 -
service act, covering women as well as men after the war,
——h . .

<

Mrs. Roosevelt wrote in 1944: .
. ' &

\ Women are often attacked because no

T radical changes have occurred since .
they obtained their rights as full
citizens of this democracy, and now

is the time to show they recognize

°

their responsibilities. : : . —

v _—
I have always contended that™wolen o
have had a very general influence
on the trend of government.in the
past twenty-five years, but I can-
not say.that I think fhey have used’
their abilitiegaand opportunities
to the utmost. : .

13
ignored “the diary format, .turnihg bo patriotic messages,

descriptions of hé; travels to, far-flung war theaters, in- ,

cluding the South Pacific, letters frém servicemen and
~

e < R
‘advice from the Office of War Information. ‘A column urging

-/

_Congress continue food ‘subsidief to combat wartime inflation
t

prompted a gentle rebuke from Carlin, who encloéed a lettef

from the editor of the New .York Wérld—Telegram calling the

coluﬁﬁ a "political _s;,peech."'69 With cuétomary diplomacy,

AR

\, ’ o,
Carlin noted:” "I am afraid we will both have to agree that

-
-

T op L. g
" the basic diary forrr%’s of 'My Day' has sometimes been more

L

3 8 4 !
honored in the breagh than in the observance. Personally, I

miss the daily regularity of the. diary, bécause, like your

a E . v \

In numerous columns during the war years, Mrs. Roosevelt

~
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scribing her own activities and interests.

A e o - P ] - . '

[ . . & . . . . .‘19

:.-(»‘ v,
. . . . y ) &\‘ - .

6,000,000. other reéderSJ'I enjoy’ most' the' notion of a daily
70

’

. visit with Mrs. Roosevelt...."

’Apparenﬁly héeding his
. - PO L4

-

counsel, Mrs. Roosevelt resumed a more‘detailed'chibnicie .‘\

of her-activities, . v . ) . .

‘
- s <

& ’
he

~

With concern for women's rights diminished during

. . L S - -
war, Mfs. Roosevelt muted protfsts against discrimination.
. ' - ' . hd ¢

Fl

In one of her last columns written from the White gopse, she

I3

commented "the need for being a feminisé is gradually disap-/‘
‘pearing in this .country," although she added, "we haven't

- 0 T : ‘ e '
‘quite reached the millenium.". As an example of the "little
ways in which women are discriminated -against," gng,éited the

speEifying of ."men only" for "higher Eositions" tnder’civil ~

. . 72 ' : ) w ' ‘ o T b

service. . - . L S ) . v
After 'Franklin D: Roosevelt's death on April 12, 1945, . - .

9
P

2 , .
'she told readers she planned to-continue "My Day." She

s * ‘

wrote that ‘she had always lqokep Upon the column "as d job
‘which I wanted to have considered on its merits," but had
B . 73k
béen restricted by being the P;e51Qenth wife. "Now I‘am

~

on'my own, and I hope to write aséa_newspaper woman," she

¥ -
I . -

. ' 7 ¢ - 4 .
declared. 4 Subsequently the column became more outspoken,

e . 1. . h ‘. o
figuring in a bitter dispute with the '‘Roman Catholiéjhier-

archy over her position ¢o federal aid fbr ﬁarqchialfschobls.75

-

‘Butt it st;il retained its personal fYavor of a woman de-

. ]

a ) . . s
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It didss . assess the impact af "My Day" K rr*jh

during Mrspahff,:

. s 58 s White House years. Without dodbt, -
r - . [ "-‘ .

e T
it symbolized,%he.ibmn essence of political w1fehood _pro-
Uk . .

s

A moting the admina..s&# f;} t‘hrough favorabhe public1ty for
‘ '\é' .

New Deal programs'“dd ErSonalities., Curiously, the syndi-

<
o‘?‘ »

cate alluded to’this aspect of the ‘column in marketing it N

- .

. It referred to "My,Day" as a "service, although a most

/pleasant 6ne,"‘offered by Mrs. hoosevelt'to thg American, ,
. L P :
people,'implying it?cohstituted a special civic‘bonus presented
)l ﬁy;the Roosevegt adhihisgrationt76 Y . A «r\‘ -
- | As a journalisticﬁendeavor,."hy Day"iremained_unique-J
. . T P
—  from beginning to end. Héf ediiorsﬁtook it‘seriously and so
T -did she, bowin;.to their directzons, and meeting their re- “
quirements. ¢ . ,’ o -
; _ ’ .z S e
éeyond its‘political overtones, "MffDay" Sent a)ﬁéries

[« 5 .
of mixed messages regarding the position of women 1n sociéty

-

Mix1ng naivete and shrewdness, ‘Mrs. Roosevelt s candor raised
,‘ 1]
questions that still have ‘not been answered.’ As she described
. L e - . L
her hectic schedule, combinang ceremonial, political and
v - , . L -

family responsibilities along with careey interests, she per-

. . - . <
" ' sonified the problem of fragmented lives faced by mahy women

' - . s ’ - .

on a lesser scale.. When she wrote, “I wish I could be three

people, (one)...holdiﬂb teas,,Luncheons...(one Sitting) at a

4 » R Lo . PRSI ,
’ ’f’ e -
v ’ P . . -
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v * ’ L
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" dgsk eight hours a day....(thej&hi;g) a wife, mother, grand-

_mother and friend...." she surely hitla responsive noteu’
. : z - . v.
Still "My 5ay"‘f;iled to offer a rolé model of much
meaniﬁg té the average woman. Ag;er all,'feW‘iAAividualé
could rgaiisticélly hope ﬁpifsllo;;ih ;er foétsteps as F&fst:
Lady. Nevertheless,, the coipmﬁ'sﬁowed a middlé-ageé woman .

4 v

céntinually on the move, literaily and figufatiVély, defining’
- 4 N : . '

~ 'a role for herself outside the customary boundaries of her

position. It pictuted her\Frying hér hand at the competifive
occupation, of .daily jjournalism and establish{hg a placé& in
R * . . 4 :

spite of criticism, ridicule and obvious inexperience.

As she traded on her role as a wife, she enhanced ii,

increasiﬁély becoming a public figﬁre in her own right. 1%
. L . )

@

. . . "\>" - il . -
not a feminist, she‘addressed\ffm1n1§%&gonqerns, although she

. h A ¢
minimized them. 1In one sense, "Mygbay" can. be viewed as a

\

journalistic-wdy station on the road to women's liberation.
. .~ : o

. p -
Surely it can'be seen as the portrait of a woman seeking'a

personal liberation through highly unusual circumstances.

Q

It is impossible to Say what millions of readers saw in “MX
Day," but the column's durability testified thaf substance
’ \

lay.béhind-its bland exterior.
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